Epitope analysis: biotinylated short peptides as inhibitors of anti-peptide antibody.
The interaction of anti-melittin antisera with melittin-coated ELISA plates could be inhibited by biotinylated peptides of the C terminal epitope which is one of three defined antigenic sites on the hexacosapeptide melittin. Non-biotinylated short peptides and peptide derivatives were inactive. It is suggested that biotinylation of epitopic peptides enhances their inhibitory properties in a methodologically useful way.